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Births in Bio de Janeiro, legitimate, illegitimate, and including race, in 1896. 
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Total of living births, 13.360 ; total of still births, 1,107; total of births reported, 14,467. 

Rate per 1,000 of births, 22.25; rate per 1,000 of legitimate birlhs. excluding still births, 15.69; rate 
per 1,000 of illegitimate births, excluding still births, 4.86; proportion of legitimate to illegitimate 
birlhs, 31 percent. 

CUBA. 



Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 70 new cases 
and 24 deaths from yellow fever and 164 deaths from smallpox during the 
week ended February 4, 

The United States consul at Santiago de Cuba reports that during 
the two weeks ended January 30 there were 5 deaths from yellow fever. 

Habana, Cuba, February 6, 1897. 

Sie : I have the honor to inform you that smallpox has again increased 
considerably, and that the number of deaths from it during the last 
seven days reached the startling figure of 164, about one-half of the 
deaths here from all diseases put together and more than any week since 
this epidemic commenced. I can not believe that very much vaccina- 
tion is being performed in proportion to the large number requiring it, 
although the daily papers are now talking of its having become oblig- 
atory, etc. Yellow fever has not diminished among the Spanish troops 
in the military hospitals ; in fact, there have been 24 deaths from it 
during this week, against 19 during the previous one. 

Mortuary report. — During the month of January there were 1,514 
deaths in all in this city, 152 of which were caused by yellow fever, 57 
by smallpox, 49 by enteric fever, 26 by so-called pernicious fever, 19 by 
paludal fever. 1 by bilious fever, 83 by dysentery, 79 by enteritis, 6 by 
diphtheria, 3 by the grippe, 30 by pneumonia, and 182 by tuberculosis. 
During the week ended February 4 there were 389 deaths' in all, 24 of 
which were caused by yellow fever, with 70 new cases approximately ; 
164 were caused by smallpox, with 1,430 new cases approximately ; 8 
were caused by enteric fever, 3 by pernicious fever, 19 by dysentery, 17 
by enteritis, 5 by pneumonia, and 46 by tuberculosis. All of the 24 
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deaths during the week from yellow fever occurred among the Spanish 
soldiers in the military hospitals of the city, and 5 of the deaths from 
smallpox, while the remaining 159 deaths from smallpox were among 
civilians, and all over the city. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. M. Burgess, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Santiago de Cuba, December 26, 1896. 

Sib : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended December 26 : 

There have been 54 deaths reported, of which 5 were from yellow 
fever, 1 from typhoid, 3 from pernicious, 4 from remittent, 2 from dys- 
entery, 6 from tuberculosis, 9 from enteritis; the rest from common 
diseases of a noncontagious character. 

Yellow fever prevails to a large extent in the neighboring villages 
where there are permanent garrisons. At Daiquiri, a mining district, 
there is about 1 death daily. 

Malarial fevers of bad type (typhoid) are very common, and cause 
many deaths. Dysentery still prevails, more or less, and diarrhea, 
especially in children, is very frequent. 

Bespectfully, " H. S. Caminebo, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Santiago de Cuba, January 27, 1897. 

Sib : I beg to inform you that the mortality of Santiago de Cuba for 
the week ended January 23 has been 72. Of these, 2 were from yellow 
fever, 1 from typhoid, 5 from dysentery, 6 from pernicious fever, 12 
from enteritis, 8 from tuberculosis, and the rest from common affections 
of noncontagious character. We have had no cases of smallpox in 
town, but it is reigning epidemically at several places only a few miles 
distant from this city, and are, of course, liable to have fresh invasions 
at any time, especially as no precautions whatever are taken to prevent 
the spreading of the disease. 

There are some cases of yellow fever at the military hospital, and 
malarial fevers are very common. Some dysentery still prevails. 

I beg to inform you that I have this day received twenty-five phials 
containing antileprosy serum, and am about to commence the treat- 
ment of this terrible disease, the affection being common here. "What- 
ever results I shall obtain, I shall give prompt notice of to your Depart- 
ment. I owe to Mr. Joaquin Miranda, the consul from Venezuela, the 
serum and instructions for its application as it is practiced with good 
results in South America. 

Bespectfully, yours, H. S. Caminebo, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

Santiago de Cuba, January 80, 1897. 
Sib : I have the honor to inform you that there were 62 deaths 
during the week ended January 30. Of these, 3 were from yellow 
fever, 1 from typhoid fever, 6 from remittent fever, 5 from pernicious 
fever, 8 from tuberculosis, 4 from dysentery, 12 from enteritis, and the 
rest from common diseases of noncontagious character. The sanitary 
condition of the city is not very healthy. The absence of rain and 
the high temperature of the last few days have made the streets so dusty 
15 
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that it is almost impossible to go about, and catarrh, bronchitis, and 
croup in children are becoming very frequent. 

Bespectfully, H. S. Caminero, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Report on the unsanitary condition of Santiago — Mortality statistics for 1896. 

Santiago de Cuba, January 2, 1897. 

Sir : On entering upon a new year, I thought I would send you a 
general report on Santiago de Cuba for the year just expired, giving 
you as accurate information as can be possibly obtained in a city where 
no accurate statistical returns are kept. * * * 

Santiago de Cuba, the city of Diego Velasques, and one of the oldest 
of the American Continent, is built on a succession of low and high 
hills, which gives it a very picturesque appearance when looked at from 
the bay, on the shores of which it lies. The number of inhabitants 
according to the census of 1895, published in the Official Bulletin of 
February 4, 1895, is 59,614, a little more than half being whites, and 
the rest colored, coolies, Chinese, etc. Owing to the number of male 
inhabitants gone to the insurgent army and the hundreds of families 
gone abroad, I estimate the population to be about 40,000. 

Intended by nature to be one of the healthiest cities in the world on 
account of its climate and location, Santiago has become, through the 
absence of hygienic measures and total disregard for the laws of health, 
one of the most dangerous localities to reside in, especially for unaccli- 
mated foreigners. The city has no sewerage, and the garbage and refuse 
matter from the houses are thrown on the empty lots or dumped in the 
suburbs, there to rot and breed the poisonous malaria or the deadly 
yellow fever. The poor employ a cheaper way of getting rid of their 
house refuse, and that is by dumping it into the streets, which, as a 
rule, are unpaved, and as the rainy season is long and the showers of 
rain heavy, the water carries away the soil, leaving large holes filled 
with stagnant water and all sorts of vegetable and animal matter. Dead 
animals will rot in the public thoroughfares, and no one takes the 
trouble of burying or destroying them, and no one pays but passing 
attention to the horrible stench that infects the air. 

No person who has visited this city will find this picture overdrawn 
nor the veracity of my statements questioned. In addition to this, sum 
up the state of war, with its accompanying horrors of want, poverty, and 
agglomeration of the poor inhabitants from the rural districts fleeing 
to the city for protection, and no one will wonder at the excessive mor- 
tality of the year 1896. 

Yellow fever, smallpox, dysentery, and malaria of the worst type 
have prevailed to a more or less extent during the whole of the past 
year. 

The total number of deaths, copied from the register's office, reach 
the enormous figure of 4,066 — 1,882 more than in the year 1895. Of 
these, 2,589 were males and 1,477 females, making the number for every 
1,000 inhabitants 101, or thereabout, in a population estimated at about 
40,000. 

The great disparity resulting between the males and females is owing 
to the number of soldiers who died at the military hospital. 

Two hundred and eight vessels were visited, and their crews, aggre- 
gating 6,134 men, examined; 149 bills of health and 59 supplemental 
bills of health were issued. The crews of several vessels were vacci- 
nated. 



